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1501-1502 
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November 1: Todos os Santos 

October 4 Rio São Francisco 

August 16, 1501: Cabo de Sao Roque 

August 20: Cabo de Sao Agostinho 

January 1, 1502 Rio de Janeiro 

Route of Amerigo 

Vespucci’s third 

expedition 



History of the name Batavia 

Batavi 

Belgae 

In Roman times, 2 germanic tribes 

lived in the terriotory of the opresent 

Netherlands and Belgium, the 

Batavi and the Belgae. They fought 

the Romans bravely but were finally 

subdued. When the local 

inhabitants revolted against the 

Spanish Habsburg empire (of which 

they were a part) in the 16th 

century, they identified themselves 

se with these Batavi and Belgae. 

They called their country in Latin 

Belgium foederatum, which 

translates as United Netherlands 30/05/2017 



History of the name Batavia II 
In their overseas expansion the Dutchmen (people from 

the Netherlands) also used these Latin names. They 

called the region around the present New York city 

which they conquered in the 17th century ‘New 

Netherlands’, translated in Latin as ‘Belgica Nova‘ Then, 

in 1611 they founded the seat of their East Indian 

trading company (VOC) on the coast of the island of 

Java.  

This site first was a port of the Pajajaran kingdom, 

named, Sunda Kalapa. After its conquest by the Sultan 

of Banten in 1527, it was renamed Yayakarta (“place of 

august victory”) or Jakatra. 

The local chief of the VOC first proposed to call the site 

New Hoorn after his native town in the Netherlands. 
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History of the name Batavia III 
But the board of the VOC diagreed, as they did not want 

to favour any Dutch town in particular, and they opted 

for a name that would be acceptable for all Dutchmen: 

Batavia 

That name was adapted by the local inhabitants in their 

Malay language as Betawi. The Malay people called the 

Netherlands Negri Belanda, after the province of 

Holland, where most Dutchmen came from. In 1795 the 

constitution of the Netherlands was changed, and the 

country called itself. Batavian Republic. Conquered by 

Napoleon in 1806 it became the Kingdom of Holland. In 

1813, reunited with the southern part, it called itself 

Kingdom of the Netherlands 
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History of the name Batavia IV 
 

In 1830 the inhabitants of the southern part of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands revolted, and they 

seceded, calling their country Belgium. 

In 1942, during the Japanese occupation, the name 

Batavia was changed to Jakatra, and, in 1945 the  

independent Indonesia changed it into Djakarta, and 

in 1972 in Jakarta. 

Because the Dutch also colonized other parts of the 

world, the name Batavia is also present in the United 

States,  Argentina, Guyana, Suriname (GeoNames 

mentions 162 different citations of the name Batavia) 
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Toponyms are threatened by:  
1) The continued extension of towns over the 

neighboring countryside, causing the loss of names of 

villages, hamlets, farms fields and microtoponyms 

2) An increase in size of agricultural enterprises and the 

disappearance of marginal farms 

3) A lack of interest in the toponyms used by linguistic 

minorities to relate to the features in their environment  

4) New methods to collect toponyms, not necessitating 

fieldwork any more 

5) Toponymic cleansing 

6) The domination of large countries 
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